IBCMT – Bulletin Board Article – August 28, 2008

Association of Environmental Toxicants and Conduct Disorder in U.S. Children: NHANES 2001-2004

This is a recent report that reaffirm the Class I recommendation by  American Academy of Neurology and the Child Neurology Society for lead screening for Autistic kids. For full article, the Web link is as follows:  http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/577047?src=mp&spon=34&uac=122481SX

Subject: Mercury on Lianhe Zaobao

Dear Friends,

Please read a report by the above 2nd largest newspaper in Singapore on May 6, 2008.

For those who do not read Mandarin or are not residing in Singapore, below is my summary of the key points:

Agencies in co-operation: WildAid ( an international 501(c)3 NGO whose mission is to end the illegal wildlife trade.)  http://www.wildaid.org/ and NEA (National Environmental Agency, a Singapore governmental statutory board with regulatory power) http://app.nea.gov.sg/
In February 2008, 10 different types of shark fin are purchased locally to undergo 2 rounds of tests.  30% have a mercury level at 0.51-.73ppm.

This exceeds the permitted level of 0.5ppm set by AVA ( Agri-Food & Veterinary Authority of Singapore ) http://www.ava.gov.sg/AVA has been monitoring mercury level in seafood as a result of pollution by volcanic and human activity since 1980.  AVA spokesman advise ' the mercury can damage fetal nervous system and advise against excessive consumption of carnivorous fish by pregnant women and children.'

WildAid Chief Peter Knights said, 'Shark fin contain more protein than shark meat and is the part that binds mercury most.'  Similar results are obtained by WildAid in China, Taiwan, Thailand and Hong Kong.

This is in line with data presented with Dr Blaurock who analyzed samples from children in Hong Kong and find mercury levels that is exceedingly high.  She received these from members of IBCMT (International Board of Metal Toxicology) http://www.ibcmt.com/ for which I am a member.

Peter Knights reveals that California has legislated the need to label warnings on sale of carnivorous fish by fishmongers and restaurants.
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