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Dear colleagues world wide,

The work of Carin Smit/South Africa and Eleonore Blaurock Busch from Micro Trace Minerals Laboratory /Germany informed us about the tragedy of the sick children of Punjab.

These children have severe damage to their central nervous system. Some of theme have cerebral palsy, epilepsy, some are blind, some are deaf, some are mentally retarded, others autistic, some quadriplegics and some are paraplegic. 
The mineral hair and baseline urine samples showed very high amounts of uranium in these children, whilst the DMSA challenge test showed exceptionally high levels of lead and a cocktail of several other toxic metals, which seem to be the reason for their illness. The source of the uranium pollution is still unclear, but it is assumed that the fly-ash from the coal fired thermal plants in the area of Punjab is the main reason. 
Unfortunately the children do not get any official support to alleviate their suffering.

The only support they get is offered to their families via an NGO in the  work of the privately run Baba Farid Centres for Special Children, where Carin Smit and another colleague from South Africa met the children and their aides the first time.  Here are some excerpts from their touching experiences:

“ The Baba Farid Centre for Special Children is a charity which doesn’t get supported by the state of Punjab, nor by the Indian government.  The Centre was started by a young man called Dr. Pritpal Singh.  He is not a doctor in the Western allopathic sense of the word, he is a doctor of Indian Neurotherapy, a technique developed by dr. Mehra from Bombay, the pioneer of modern Indian Neurotherapy.  (…)
What makes the Baba Farid Centre for Special Children so unique is the absolute dedication and commitment of the young men who work with the more than 400 children in about 4 centres scattered all over Punjab.  They don’t receive any remuneration for their work, other than a roof over their heads and the recognition of the parents when a child has been recovered.  They receive meals and shelter – that’s all.  In return they get up before dawn, wash the only clothes they have to wear, hang it out to dry in the sultry, dry Indian heat and by 6 am they are ready to start the long day, seeing child after child for hours on end.  They work from 7 am daily till 7 pm in the evenings and if the queue of people who need help, hasn’t come to an end, they might continue till much later. 
Once the last patient leaves the centre, they start cleaning and washing floors. Shake out the mats on which they do the therapy and water down the dusty environment – the center, those bare and sparsely furnished with the odd plastic chair, is always clean and respectable.  

The work goes on unabatedly 7 days a week. In the 7 years since starting the Centre, Dr. Pritpal Singh has never taken a holiday.  (…)
The building in which they do Indian Neurotherapy in is a rented premises and the landlords charge exorbitant rentals. In 2008 they rented a house, but the landlord, who lived upstairs, didn’t like the constant crying of the children, so they were given notice and had to relocate. The new premises are extremely expensive to house the number of people who come through their doors daily and hence Dr. Pritpal’s constant drive to get the community to donate some funds to support their work.  They cater for about 100 children per centre and the parents come from far and wide.  The therapy lasts for about 15 minutes every 2nd day per child, but because of the renown of Indian Neurotherapy in these parts, parents are willing to travel up to 60 kilometers, and some much further, but bus, taxi, train, motorbike, rikshah or car to see the young men who work with their kids.  Some walk kilometers, pushing kids in wheel barrows.  Some just carry their kids – there are no wheel chairs, and public transport is not CP-friendly at all.  For some it takes most of the day to get to and from the Centre, just to receive treatment for 15 minutes in a hands-on manner! (…)
The socio-economic backgrounds of the parents vary, but the majority of them are very, very poor. The average income of families who attend the Centre is $150.00 per month, whilst there are those who earn as little as $15 per month. (...)“
These few abstracts from Carin Smit´s letter gives us an impressive view to the hard life of the children of Punjab, their parents and their doctors. 

When C.Smit gave a lecture on 1st and 2nd May  2010 at the international IBCMT workshop in Eindhoven, she stirred in many of us the will to help these children. 

The easiest way for us to help is to give some money to support them. 

Carin Smit, with her co-workers, will personally take care that the money will be used to the fullest to ensure that help comes to these unfortunate. She will also inform us how the money helped the children and give account how it was spent.
The money for Punjab can be deposited on the following account :

Bank:  Sparkasse Mainfranken-Würzburg

IBAN: DE59 7905 0000 0240 5758 60 

SWIFT BIC: BYLADEM1SWU"
Password: Donation for Punjab.

Owner of the account: Peter Jennrich

With kind regards

Peter Jennrich

