AstraZeneca:

Trial Shows Brilinta Mortality Benefit Versus Plavix

LONDON (Dow Jones)--AstraZeneca PLC Monday said trial data showed its new blood thinner pill Brilinta was associated with fewer deaths of patients who had undergone coronary artery bypass than those treated with gold-standard treatment Plavix, marketed by Sanofi SA and Bristol-Myers Squibb Co.

The data, presented at the annual European Society of Cardiology congress in Paris, was part of a head-to-head study called PLATO comparing AstraZeneca's drug, also known as ticagrelor, with Plavix, whose chemical name is clopidogrel. Plavix is considered the most effective blood-thinner on the market.

"These data may help to further understand the factors that contribute to the ability of ticagrelor to provide superior outcomes over clopidogrel in ACS [acute coronary syndrome] patients, including when a surgical intervention like CABG [coronary artery bypass graft] is required," said Christoph Varenhorst, researcher at the Uppsala Clinical Research Centre.

A coronary artery bypass graft is a type of heart surgery that re-routes blood around clogged arteries to improve blood flow and get oxygen to the heart.

PLATO was a large head-to-head study using 18,624 patients in 43 countries comparing Brilinta with Plavix, with both medicines given in combination with aspirin and other standard therapy.

AstraZeneca said the study showed Brilinta was more effective than Plavix in preventing heart attacks and death.

Brilinta is designed to keep blood platelets from sticking together in order to prevent blood clots that can lead to heart attacks and strokes. It was approved in the U.S. for patients diagnosed with ACS.
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